THE  DUAMA.                              45
appointments, its dresses, its movements; that its mirth and its repartee are not barbed with any taint of poison which will rankle and fester in the imagination; and that thus, while it attracts and amuses, it also chastens and elevates, doing its noble work all the more effectually because it teaches without seeming to teach, because it demands no effort, which is not also a delight, in the spectators ?
Are these its moral effects? And do its intellectual influences correspond to these ? Does it give a healthy tone to the mental faculties ? Does it abhor all mean artifices, and aim. at producing its effects by imagination, by humour, by careful construction of plots, by truthful delineation of character? Does it avoid mere sensationalism, striking right home to the mind, rather than dazzling the eye and fascinating the ear ? Does it eschew mere burlesque, scorning to purchase an easy popularity by caricaturing any illustrious name or any important movement or any great work of genius, and thus by a false associationof ideas debasingandvitiatingthcpub-lic taste ? l^or what are sensationalism and burlesque but different kinds of mental intoxication, producing a- delirious sense of excitement for the moment, but ending in the degradation and wreck of the faculties, where eaelx fresh gratifi-